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NEW CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY JANUARY--Construction activity began the year 
1955 record-breaking pace, with $2-3/4 billion new work put place Jan- 
uary. This represented seasonally adjusted annual rate $40-1/4 billion, com- 
pared with the $37 billion total new construction calendar 1954, and was 
percent above the previous January high last year. Private building construction 
accounted for almost the entire increase over the year. New construction activity 
declined less than seasonally from the record December 


HOUSING STARTS 1954--New nonfarm housing starts totaled 1,215,500 1954, 
second only the 1950 figure 1,396,000 and percent above the 1,103,800 units 
put under construction 1953. The record December estimate 91,000 rounded out 
the most active fourth quarter homebuilding yet achieved. Privately owned units 
begun December (89,600) represented seasonally adjusted annual rate 
starts--an unprecedented rate for December, and nearly equal the peak rate 
1,496,000 established June 1950. 


FHA-VA ACTIVITY 1954--Dwelling units started with VA-guaranteed mortgages 
nearly doubled between 1953 and 1954, and those begun with ‘loans rose 
percent over the year. The increase was even greater the dwelling units for 
which appraisal requests and FHA applications were received. Such applications 
usually eventuate starts, that continuing high level 
housing starts already assured during the early months 1955. 


NONFARM MORTGAGE RECORDINGS NOVEMBER--The number and dollar volume 
nonfarm mortgage recordings edged off very slightly November from the record 
levels attained each the previous The decline was chiefly 
recordings the miscellaneous types lenders, such real estate and mortgage 
companies, and savings and loan associations. The dollar volume mortgages 
originated commercial and mutual savings banks rose new monthly high 
November. Thus far 1954, the total value mortgage recordings was per- 
cent from January-November 1953; all types lenders shared the over-the-year 


gain. 


BUILDING PERMIT ACTIVITY, JANUARY-OCTOBER--The greatest decline build- 
ing permit activity from the summer peak October occurred the Northeastern 
States--20 percent, compared with approximately 10-percent decline the other 
regions. However, since the most dramatic rise from the January low occurred 
the North Central States, activity October this region was double the January 
level. the other regions, the valuation building construction authorized 
permits ranged from about third higher October than January the Northeast, 
about percent higher for the West. The States leading building-permit activ- 
ity for the first months 1954--California, New York, Michigan, Ohio, 
Texas, and Pennsylvania, that order--accounted for over half the building-permit 
total nearly $14 billion. 


PUBLIC CONTRACTS AWARDED NOVEMBER--The $568 million awards for 
public construction contracts this past November was slightly more than for November 
1953, although fifth less than reported for either September October. Comparing 
the first months 1953 and 1954, public contracts declined percent, reflecting 
drop awards for public industrial and conservation and development projects, 
well for public housing, and for water supply and utility works. However, sub- 
stantial increases occurred over the year contracts for public school, hospital, 
airfield, sewer, and administration building facilities. large drop awards for 
toll roads was slightly more than offset contract awards for all other types 


highways. 


(2) 


| 
| 
| 
‘ 
‘ 
| 
: 
1 
W 
n 
u 
ir 
pr 
& al 
er 
rec 
hi 
wo! 
wee 
yea 
wor 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Glance 


CONTRACTS AWARDED THE EASTERN STATES 1954--The value public 
and private contracts awarded the States east the Rocky Mountains during 
1954 set new annual record $19.8 billion, according reports the 
Dodge Corporation. This figure was percent above the previous high reached 
1953, and represents increase awards over the year for most types buildings 
and works. The most substantial advance over 1953 levels occurred the value 
awards for residential building. 


CONSTRUCTION COSTS DECEMBER--Construction costs did not change between 
November and December, indicated the Department Commerce composite cost 
index, and costs December 1954, 123 percent the 1947-49 average, were 
slightly (0.6 percent) above the level the previous December. Almost all the 
change over the year had occurred July. The cost index for 1954 whole 
(122.1) was only fraction (0.2 percent) above the 1953 average. 


WHOLESALE PRICES BUILDING MATERIALS wholesale 
price index for building materials edged another fraction point new record 
122.0 for December, due chiefly price rises all classes softwood lumber. 
The entire increase the index between December 1953 and December 1954 
occurred the last half 1954. 


UNION WAGE SCALES THE BUILDING TRADES, FOURTH QUARTER 1954--Union 
wage scales the building trades showed little change the final quarter 1954, 
when bargaining this industry usually less active than the spring and summer 
months. The overall rise during the October-December months averaged less than 
cent per hour. However, the $2.83 average hourly rate the end 1954 reflected 
upward adjustments totaling cents over the year--the same amount increase 
1953. 


CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS PRODUCTION NOVEMBER--Construction materials 
output declined less than seasonally November, when was alltime high for 
the month, and percent above the level for November 1953, measured the 
Commerce Department's index the production construction materials. Substantial 
production gains over November 1953 were reported for rigid steel conduit, warm 
air furnaces, brick, and cement. The only significant decline over the year was 
the production fabricated structural steel. 


CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION EMPLOYMENT 1954--The average number work- 
ers contractors' payrolls 1954, 2,630,000 was just about the same the 
peak levels achieved each the: previous years, according preliminary esti- 
mates the Bureau Labor Statistics. Contract construction employment was 
near the record throughout last year. reached alltime high for the months 
March, April, and May, and also was above the 1953 figure June, July, and 
August. The decline 170,000 workers from November December 1954, 
2,550,000, was about the usual amount for the season. 


HOURS AND EARNINGS NOVEMBER--The seasonal decline activity from Octo- 
ber November resulted slightly shorter workweek (by 0.3 hours) for construc- 
tion contractors' employees, and decline cents average weekly pay 
$94.98. November decline weekly hours was somewhat less than usual 
recent construction, and hours rose highway work. Because 
higher wage rates, average weekly pay for contract construction workers group 
was $1.98 higher this past November than year previous, although the average 
workweek was about the same. building construction alone, average weekly pay 
was higher November 1954 than November 1953, although the average work- 
week was half hour less. The weekly pay envelope averaged $4.10 more over the 
year nonbuilding types contract work, both because higher wages and longer 
workweek, 
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New Publications 


FOR SALE 


STRUCTURE THE RESIDENTIAL BUILDING INDUSTRY 1949. (BLS Bulletin No. 1170, November 
1954) Text pp. Available from the Superintendent Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C., from Regional Offices the Labor Department’s Bureau Labor 
Statistics New York, Chicago, and San Francisco. See inside front cover for address these BLS Regional 


Offices. 


Interprets complete and detailed results from the only nationwide study made 
analyze the organization and scale residential builders' operations. Conducted 
1951, the survey covers private housebuilding operations 1949. answers funda- 
mental questions such the volume produced professional vs. 
For professional builders, the study shows which type builder predominated, what 
share the total housing market each had, and the size their respective opera- 
tions metropolitan-nonmetropolitan location, and type housing vs. 
other). Also, considerable data are shown for each selected metropolitan areas. 


FOR LIMITED FREE DISTRIBUTION 


Single copies the following are available free long supplies permit. Write Bureau Labor 
Statistics, Department Labor, Washington 25, D.C., the nearest Regional Office the Bureau. 
For address BLS Regional Offices, see inside front cover. 


CHARACTERISTICS NEW HOUSING--FIRST QUARTER 1954. (December 1954) Text and tables. pp. 


Summarizes and presents the detailed statistics resulting from special sample 
survey new houses and apartments started during the first quarter 1954. For 
l-family houses, sales-price classes are shown detail: location (regional and 
metropolitan vs. nonmetropolitan), and characteristics such the 
number bedrooms, the range floor area, the kinds exterior wall construction 
and types material, and the prevalence basements. addition, structural char- 
acteristics for apartments are shown detail regional location. Data the type 
window and the kind window-frame material, and the type interior doors, are 
shown regional location and price class. 

This survey was made the request, and with the principal financial support, 
three trade associations the building materials field. 


MONTHLY COST OWNING AND RENTING NEW HOUSING, 1949-50. (Reprint No. 2151 from Monthly Labor 
Review, August and September 1954 issues.) 


detailed analysis the comparative cost owning renting new dwelling units 
built selected periods 1949 and 1950 metropolitan areas. Discusses con- 
siderations buying vs. renting; expenses relation income; and what owners 
and renters received for their money--the structural characteristics the units and 
the basic equipment included the sales price contract rent. 


Based published and unpublished data the’ Labor Department's Bureau 


Labor Statistics, and the Federal Housing Administration the Housing and Home 
Finance Agency. 
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Manpower Impact the 
Proposed $101-Billion Highway Program 


ADELA STUCKE and EDWARD GORDON* 


The $101-billion, 10-year highway program recently proposed the President’s Advisory Com- 
mittee National Highway Program! probably would have its first significant effect construction 
activity 1957, assuming Congressional and State governmental approval midsummer this year. 
The proposed program would mean that average about 130,000 more full-time site workers will 
needed roadbuilding 1957 than present. 1960, when highway work under the expanded pro- 
gram likely peak, site labor needs will have mounted still further some 150,000 workers, 
monthly average the neighborhood 500,000. This compares with about 220,000 1954. 


addition the men who work the site, nearly the same number are presently working 
mines, forests, factories, transportation systems, and administrative offices produce and deliver 
the requisite materials, supplies, and equipment the construction site. estimated that 1960 
these off-site labor requirements will slightly higher than the on-site. Thus, the peak the 
101-billion-dollar improvement program, there will roughly total one million full-time jobs, 
and off the construction site. 


This million-job figure does not include any the employment engendered maintenance and 
repair the Nation’s vast network highways, roads, and streets. Nor does include the immense 
amount induced employment, for example, work which stems from the production and marketing 
the consumer goods purchased construction workers; the construction and operation service 
stations, garages, and other buildings which service the vehicles using the highways, well the 
motels, restaurants and similar roadside enterprises; the transportation commodities motor- 
truck; the production and sale gasoline and other petroleum products used cars and trucks. 
The employment effects these activities, although not within the scope this study, will add sub- 
stantially the influence the proposed program, every section the country and stimu- 
lating all parts the economy. 


The projections presented here assume that: 


(1) Nearly one-tenth the $101-billion total would earmarked for purchasing rights-of-way. 

(2) Arrangements for financing the Federal portion the expanded program will completed 
the end the year, and substantial progress will have been made State and local governments 
toward undertaking their share, that the awarding contracts could initiated January 1956 
for part the work over and above the present 47-billion-dollar program. 

(3) Not quite two-thirds the total construction expenditures would for rural roads, including 
highways the national interstate system, which toll roads are part. The remainder would 
used improve urban highways and city streets. 

(4) The average workweek highway construction will gradually decline from hours present 
about hours 1965, line with the long-term trend toward general reduction hours work 
the economy whole. 


the Division Construction Statistics, Bureau Labor Statistics, Department Labor. 
See 10-Year National Highway Program (Clay committee report), The President’s Advisory Committee 
National Highway Program, January 1955. The advisory committee under the chairmanship General Lucius 
Clay developed this plan for modernizing the country’s road and street network response Presidential 
September 1954. The Clay committee report, which also encompasses recommendations the 
Governors’ Conference Special Committee Highways its meeting Chicago November 1954, was 
the basis for highway program presented The Congress the President early 1955. 
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(5) The price level will remain relatively stable, projected the Joint Committee the 


Economic Report. 
(6) The recent high rate technological advances roadbuilding will maintained over the 


next decade, resulting continued substantial gains output per construction worker. 


Highway Construction 


The broad scope and enormous potential the Clay committee proposal become readily 
when estimated future needs are measured against past experience, terms dollar volume. The $92 
billion contemplated for new highway construction during the coming decade (after deductions for 
chase rights-of-way and other expenses) represents well over four times the $21 billion invested 
all levels government during the past years, when highway construction outlays were greater than 


for any previous 10-year period. 


After the cessation hostilities 1945, road construction activity recovered swiftly from the 
wartime low $362 million put place during 1944, record high $3.5 billion 1954. com- 
parison, accomplish the program envisioned for the next years, estimated that dollar outlays 
for new roadbuilding will rise gradually billion 1956, and then advance more rapidly about 
$6.6 billion 1957, reaching $10.6 billion 1960. Volume should maintained the 1960 level 
through 1963, then decline around billion 1965, bringing completion the $101-billion program. 
However, that time, work will undoubtedly have begun program rebuilding wornout sur- 
faces and constructing additional lanes the more heavily traveled roads. 


Expected Trend Site Labor Requirements 


evaluate the impact the multi-billion-dollar program manpower, the foregoing monetary 
projections have been translated into labor requirements, that is, the number workers that would 
needed put place the expected dollar outlays, they worked throughout calendar year. Since 
most construction workers are seldom regularly employed months year, these estimates repre- 
sent minimum worker requirements. 


The outlook for 500,000 full-time jobs the site roadbuilding projects 1960 reflects the 
expectation that output per worker will continue increase the future, has the past, because 
technological advances (as stated assumption (6) above), and the anticipated high rate invest- 
ment. According Bureau Labor Statistics estimates, one million dollars contracts awarded for 
highway construction 1954 resulted site The potential for 1957 
roughly 125,000 man-hours per million dollars highway contracts, and 1960 the man-hour figure 
may close hundred thousand. 


Perhaps the greatest strides have already been made raising output per worker through the in- 
troduction earth-moving equipment and paving machines. Nevertheless, the tendency toward cor 
tinued improvement construction equipment with respect size, speed, and maneuverability. 
fairly recent refinement paving machinery, for example, which eliminated the use conventional 
forms, was reported have resulted the surfacing 4.8 mile stretch road with fewer workers 


than previously required.4 


In, Potential Economic Growth the United States During the Next Decade, joint committee print, materials 
prepared for the Joint Committee the Economic Report the committee staff, 83d Cong., session. 
Projected the Bureau Labor Statistics from data for prior years, compiled the Construction Branch, 
Engineering Division, Bureau Public Roads. 
Paver Eliminates Regular The Constructor (official publication The Associated 
General Contractors America, Inc.), January 1954, 44. 
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addition, anticipated that the development new procedures such the 
for monolithic pouring pavement and curb, will continue result appreciable savings time and 
construction Moreover, the high level activity that prospect should permit more inten- 
sive use equipment hand, and afford the means both for replacing wornout equipment optimum 
schedule, and adding the inventory. Increased utilization prefabrication also should contribute 
the reduction manpower requirements per unit work. However, the very magnitude the pro- 
jected program will require the expansion highway construction employment about two and fourth 
times the present level 1960. 


Both more conservative and more optimistic outlook for the rate ‘increased production per 
worker are possible within the scope current estimating facilities and available facts. From the 
more conservative point view, the highway construction site requirement figures shown the table 
below might boosted some 15,000 workers for 1957, and about 50,000 for 1960. Conversely, 
the labor requirements estimates would lowered roughly the same amounts for the respective 
years, assuming more favorable interpretation the rate which output per worker will increase. 
Thus, the monthly average number construction workers that will needed the site roadbuilding 
projects could range from 335,000 365,000 1957, and from 450,000 550,000 These 
figures, course, should not read precise absolute limits. 


Occupations and 


The problem determining manpower requirements realize the proposed highway program also 
projections the demand for various skills and occupations. The greatest increase highway 
relatively well numbers workers, will for machine operators. Jobs this 
category (which covers operators bulldozers, cranes, graders, power shovels, scrapers, tractors, 
and other machines) may rise from 46,500 1954 about 87,500 1957; and the program’s peak 
1960, reach 150,000, three-tenths total site needs. 


This will require expanded worker training, although the added requirements are not formidable 
under the assumed conditions gradual build-up full volume. Additional workers could trained 
the program grows. Under present practices, equipment operators are generally trained the job, 
often working from the “‘oiler’’ classification. Moreover, registered apprentice training programs 
for operating engineers have already been started few scattered cities, and the number these 
programs would undoubtedly greatly increased demand accelerated the proposed expansion 
highway construction. 


Among the skilled workers, carpenters will continue the next most important group. Carpen- 
try jobs are likely advance from the present average 22,500 36,000 1957, and 51,500 1960. 


Skilled jobs whole should total about 245,000 the height the highway program. ad- 
dition the large numbers machine operators and carpenters that will needed, anticipated 


In’ Curbs Speed Paving Engineering News-Record McGraw Hill publication), January 14, 
1954, 44. 

considerably higher figure 624,000 has been projected for the seventh year the $101-billion program 
the Report Task Force No. Construction, ‘‘An Evaluation the Ability and Readiness the Engineering 
Profession and the Highway Industry Plan, Design and Execute Program Eliminate the $101 Billion De- 
ficiencies the Nation’s Highways Period Ten prepared The American Road Builders’ Asso- 
ciation, Washington, C., December 30, 1954. Attention directed the fact that the figures shown the 
Task Force Report reflect very little change output per worker. Furthermore, the Association’s estimate repre- 
sents site employment (the total number workers who will engaged, including part-time employees), while 
the projections made here are terms man-years labor (number full-time workers) that will needed. 
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Estimated Number Full-Time Site Workers Required for New Highway Construction 
Selected Years, Occupation 


Average number site workers 
(in thousands) 


1957 


Occupation and skill 


1954 


87.0 153.0 245.0 
4.5 7.0 10.0 
46.5 87.5 150.0 

5.0 9.5 17.0 
5.5 11.0 20.0 
Power shovel 3.5 7.0 13.0 
bulldozer, and scraper 19.5 39.0 67.5 
All other machine 13.0 21.0 32.5 
Mechanics (equipment) 5.0 8.5 13.0 
Steel workers (structural and reinforcing)...... 4.0 6.5 10.5 
All other skilled 4.5 10.0 

Semiskilled and unskilled 114.0 167.0 211.5 
80.0 115.0 140.0 
21.0 33.0 47.5 
All other semiskilled and unskilled 13.0 19.0 24.0 

19.0 30.0 43.5 


that. there will demand for 13,000 full-time mechanics care for the vast amount equipment 
use, for 10,500 structural and reinforcing steelworkers, and 10,000 cement finishers. 


Furthermore, average 47,500 full-time truckdrivers will needed 1960, compared with 
about 21,000 now. The demand for construction laborers expected increase from the 1954 average 
80,000 115,000 1957 and 140,000 the program’s peak. 
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Part Put Place 


Table 1.--New Construction Put Place: Current Month, Type Construction 


Value (in millions dollars) Percent change 


January 1955 from-- Year 
1953 1954 
Total 


Total 1953 
1954 1954 


Type construction. 


+ 


Additions and alterations........ 


Warehouses, office and loft 


Stores, and 
Other nonresidential building.... 
Hospital and institutional..... 
Social and recreational........ 
Telephone and telegraph.......... 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. less than 0.5 percent. 


NOTE: For all the statistical series shown Construction Review, data for 
the latest months quarter, and the most recent. year, are subject revision. 
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Table 2.--New Construction Put Place: Recent Monthly Trend, Type Construction 


Value (in millions dollars) 


Type construction 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION......... 
Residential building (nonfarm) 
New dwelling units......... 
Additions and 


Warehouses, office and 
loft buildings......... 
Stores, restaurants, and 
Other nonresidential building 
Hospital andinstitutional 
Social and recreational.. 
Miscellaneous............ 
Farm 
Telephone and telegraph.... 
Other public utility....... 
other 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION.......... 
Residential building......... 
Nonresidential building...... 


Hospital andinstitutional.. 
Other nonresidential 
Military facilities.......... 


Public service interprises... 
Conservation and development. 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. 


COMPOSITION REGIONS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS 


NORTHEAST CENTRAL SOUTH WEST 


Connecticut Delaware Alabama Arizona 
Maine Indiana Kansas Dist. Col. Kentucky Colorado 
Massachusetts Michigan Minnesota Florida Mississippi Idaho 
New Hampshire Ohio Missouri Georgia Tennessee Montana 
Rhode Island Wisconsin Nebraska Maryland Central New Mexico 
Vermont North Dakota Carolina Arkansas Nevada 

Middle Atlantic South Dakota Carolina Louisiana Utah 
New Jersey Virginia Oklahoma Wyoming 
Pennsylvania California 

Oregon 


NONFARM POPULATION DISTRIBUTION 


percent. NORTH percent. percent. percent 


143 142 144 158 175 185 181 176 167 
106 127 157 167 153 126 106 
326 348 371 410 386 349 302 
345 377 387 397 409 378 358 339 337 
138 140 130 130 130 109 105 103 100 
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Table 3.--New Construction Put Place: Seasonally Adjusted Anmal Rate, Type Construction 
Value (in millions dollars) 


Seasonally adjusted annual rate 


Type construction 1954 1955 


Residential building (nonfarm) 
Nonresidential building 
Industrial 
Commercial 
Warehouses, office and loft buildings... 
Stores, restaurants, and garages 
Other nonresidential building 
Farm construction 
Public utility 
All other private 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 

Residential building 

Nonresidential building 

Military facilities 

Sewer and water 

Public services enterprises 

Conservation and development 

All other public 


New Construction Put 
Billions Dollars Billions Dollars 


PRIVATE 


PUBLIC 


= 
~ 


1925 1930 1945 1955 1954 1955 
DEPARTMENTS COMMERCE AND LABOR CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 55-9-A 


total 
960 972 984 1,116 739 964 
108 132 132 144 144 168 216 120 121 
492 276 276 276. 264 276 312 556 345 
068 924 900 900 1,010 
972 948 960 1,068 86.1 975 
204 204 204 204 192 180 180 200 
720 672 636 648 708 708 830 710 
132 156 132 132 144 144 150 
Place 
| me 
TOTAL 
10 | ff 10 -— 
PUBLIC 
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Table 4.--New Construction Put Place: Value 1947-49 Prices, Type Construction 


(Millions dollars) 


Type construction 


PRIVATE 
Residential building 
Nonresidential 

Public utility 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 
Residential building 
Nonresidential building 

Sewer and water 
Public service 
Conservation and development 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. 


Chort 


New Construction Put Place 
(In 1947-49 Prices) 


Billions Dollars Billions Dollars 
3.0 
ANNUAL DATA MONTHLY DATA 


PUBLIC 


1925 1930 1935 1940 1945 1954 


30, 436 


20, 809 
11, 175 
989 
331 
224 


627 


SOURCES: DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE AND LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 55-16-C 


Year 
426 440 433 410| 3,566| 4,646 
353 321 512 550 459 288 
134 171 1,195| 1,104 854 
586 590 655 639 664 718 
190 164 168 148 147 140 
750 786 721 694 639 524 
P 
hos 
om 
10 


Source funds, 
ownership, and 
type construction 


TOTAL PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 

Federal grants-in-aid 

State and local funds 


FEDERALLY OWNED 
Residential building 
Nonresidential building .... 

Educational 


Other nonresidential 
Military facilities 
Conservation and development .... 


All other federally 


STATE AND LOCALLY 
Residential building 
Nonresidential building 
Other nonresidential 
Sewer and 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. 
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Table 5.--New Public Construction Put Place, Source Funds, Ownership, and Type Construction 


Value (in millions dollars) 
1954 


hospitals, airports, and miscellaneous community facilities. 


Construction programs currently receiving Federal grants-in-aid cover highways, schools, 


Percent change 
an. 1955 from-- 


Jan. Dec. 
1954 1954 


1953 


N 
o 


1954 
279 295 246| 235 153 423 -16 -18 
279 295 235 153 423 -16 -18 
152 127 104 1,927 -35 -16 
145 109 100 1,771 500 -34 
455 862 788| 499 226 8,027 +10 
202 276 264| 235| 238 425 2,910 +18 +20 
150 188 178| 175 719 056 +17 +20 
127 437 142 104 458 +12 +11 
All other State and locally owned 301 344 +14 


Part Housing 


Table 6.--New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Ownership, Location, and Type Structure 


Type structure 


Units 2-or-more 
family structures 


Ownership 


politan politan houses All 2-4 family 


Private 


NUMBER NEW DWELLING UNITS (in thousands) 


Year: (3) 
(3) 
(3) 
(2) (3) 
374.4 (3) 
314.5 (3) 
332.1 (3) 
(3) 


65.8 64.5 15.9 (3) 

66.4 65.1 16.7 3.9 9.4 
75.2 73.9 21.7 3.5 7.0 
95.2 93.2 24.1 4.1 7.9 
107.4 31.4 4.2 6.6 
116.5 112.6 29.0 4.3 10.2 
116.0 112.9 28.5 4.4 10.0 
114.3 113.0 4.4 6.9 
115.7 113.4 33.0 4.5 

(5) 

(5) 


Annual total, 1953-54 
November-December 
December 1953-December 


1946 


Year: 


98.8 
99.6 
98.1 
96.5 3.5 
1950.... 96.9 3.1 
93.5 6.5 
1952.... 94.8 
96.8 3.2 
1.6 
1954: 2.0 74.8 25.2 80.0 5.9 14.1 
1.7 28.9 86.0 4.7 9.3 
99.0 1.0 71.1 28.9 90.0 3.9 6.1 
96.7 3.5 75.1 24.9 87.6 5.7 8.7 
97.3 75.4 24.6 87.6 3.8 8.6 
98.9 72.3 27.7 90. 3.9 6.0 
98.0 2.0 28.5 89.8 3.9 6.3 


Source: Department Labor. Data urban and rural-nonfarm clagsification for 1920-53 are available upon request. Annual data not 
available before 1950; monthly data not available before January 1953. Not available January 1954. Tabulatiogs showing the number 
units 2-family and 3-or-more-family structures for 1920-53 are available upon request. Total for first months. Not available. 
Percent change exceeds 300. 


1953: Dece 
1954: Janu 
Febr 
Marc 
April 
May 
June 
July 
Augu 
Septe 
Octo 
Nove 
Percent change 
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 
(14) 
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Table 7.--New Private Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started: Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate 


Number new dwelling units (in thousands) 


July 


Source: Department Labor. 


Chart 


Housing Starts 


(Annual and Monthly) 
Thousands Dwelling Units Thousands Dwelling Units 


Private Housing Starts --Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate 


JAN JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. 


SOURCE’ DEPARTMENT OF LABOR CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D-55-2-6 


619 667 679 694 735 803 854 923 1,029 1,089 962 
1948 851 762 925 1,015 000 1,008 986 912 886 838 827 812 
745 792 879 920 950 976 1,035 108 187 266 
1,093 955 984 942 914 946 049 973 978 
996 158 104 003 1,018 1,011 064 1,044 1,092 156 1,110 1,111 
150 165 1,111 065 1,064 1,015 988 1,050 1,077 060 
1,500 1,500 
TOTAL 1,400 
1,000 1,300 
Total Housing Starts-- Unadjusted 
1954 
1953 
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Table 8.--New Private 1-Family Houses Started: Average Construction Cost 


$5, 675 $5, 575 


550 7,900} 7,900 


800 9,975 10,000 


(1) (1) 


Source: Department Labor. Not 


Table 9.--New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started, Region 


Percent 
distribution, 
first 
months, 1954 


Number new dwelling thousands) 


First 
months, 1954 


Northeast 
North Central 


Composition regions, and nonfarm population distribution region, are shown under table 


Source: Department Labor. 


Chart 


Housing Starts 
(Type Structure and Regional Trends) 
Thousands Dwelling Units 


REGIONAL TRENDS 
NORTH 


Thousands Dwelling Units 
TYPE STRUCTURE 


ALL TYPES STRUCTURE 


WEST 


HOUSES 


MORE FAMILY STRUCTURES 


1954 
CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


AVERAGE CONSTRUCTION COST 
9,050 
9,400 
1954 9, 750 9, 800 
Percent change, 1953 1954 
Sou 
J M J J A Ss ce] N 18) J F M A M J J A Ss N 
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Table 10.--New Private Nonfarm Dwelling Units: Mortgages Applied for, Appraisals Requested, and Units Started 
Under and Programs 


VA-guaranteed units 


FHA-insured units Nonfarm dwelling units started 


tarted 
applications requests Total assisted assisted 

NUMBER DWELLING UNITS PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 


397, 696 486, 681 200, 000 


192, 759 263, 523 164, 365 148, 634 
253, 726 251, 969 251, 437 156, 616 
338, 581 276, 307 535, 412 


13, 386 15, 301 19,016 12, 164 

15, 007 13, 154 20, 124 11, 561 

20, 008 16, 285 34, 407 14, 161 
28, 055 20, 528 36, 501 15, 909 
32, 333 23, 807 42, 928 19, 821 

35, 207 27, 666 52, 749 27,891 
30, 143 25, 430 52, 291 26, 810 
32, 166 27, 499 55, 350 
September 34, 831 25, 882 51, 265 33, 938 
October 29, 325 24, 665 45,572 33, 
26, 851 26, 344 47,729 36, 037 


24, 328 21, 543 44, 251 


Percent change: Annual total, 1953 1954 


Source: Table compiled Department Labor from data reported the Federal Housing Administration (HHFA) and the Veterans 
Administration. Almost all 1-4 family Not available. 


29, 147 


Table 11.--Nonfarm Mortgage Recordings $20,000 Less: Number and Average Amount, and Total Amount Type Lender 


Total 

number 
(in thou- 
sands) 


Total amount (in millions dollars) recorded 


Savings Mutual 
All lenders and loan savings Individuals 
companies banks 
associations banks 


16, 179 
16, 405 
18,018 
19, 747 
18, 125 
20, 707 


Average 
amount 
(dollars) 


Period All other 


lenders 


Year: 


First months, 1953 
First months, 1954 


November ...... 
December 
1954: Januaty 1,372 
February 425 


784 
793 
804 
1,990 
2,027 
086 

156 

148 


Percent change: First months, 1953 1954 


100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
3,140 594 7,528 3,819 343 629 3,811 
114 290 113 219 248 
569 126 291 128 225 283 
467 108 263 212 238 
517 105 274 208 236 
March 666 124 335 103 241 314 
April 669 130 333 112 239 310 
May 675 124 330 118 231 327 
June.... 741 146 368 133 249 352 
July .... 734 155 371 141 251 374 
August 770 166 369 138 252 391 
Septem 766 164 383 141 250 417 
Octobe 765 178 393 140 248 431 
Novem 757 177 399 147 246 420 
Source: Table compiled Department Labor from data reported the Home Loan Bank Board 


Part Permits 


Table 12.--Building Permit Activity: Valuation, Class Construction, Public-Private and Metropolitan Location 


1954 Percent 


Class construction 
and ownership First mos. 
Oct. 


1,519.2 


ALL BLDG. CONSTRUCTION .... 


NEW BLDG. CONSTRUCTION 2.| 1,379.3 


137.1 108.6 174.7 117.0 

NEW DWELLING UNITS 909.7 859.3 996.5 908.3 
Private 900. 851.0 961.0 892. 
9.3 8.3 35.5 15.9 

NEW NONRESIDENTIAL BLDG. 457.2 485.7 455.6 
329.4 327.9 346.6 354.5 
127.8 100.3 139.2 101.1 


ADDITIONS, ALTERATIONS, 


AND REPAIRS 139.2 129.3 
houses and apartments 67.6 62.9 


ALL BLDG. CONSTRUCTION .... 


NEW BLDG. CONSTRUCTION 104. 1,182.4 10,073.7 (4) 
700.4 820.3 752.2 714.6 6,813.6 
33.4 13.8 1.9 136.9 
NEW NONRESIDENTIAL BLDG. 293.4 369.3 310.4 330.5 3,191.9 
233.6 265. 265.7 232.5 260.9 351.2 +12 

59.8 91.1 103.6 77.9 40.6 


ADDITIONS, ALTERATIONS, 


AND REPAIRS 100.3 121.8 110.1 96.2 93.5 990.5 
houses and apartments.... 47.0 49.8 46.2 43.9 41.0 435.5 
other buildings 53.3 72.0 64.0 52.4 555.1 (4) 


ALL BLDG. CONSTRUCTION 


Private 


NEW NONRESIDENTIAL BLDG. 


ADDITIONS, ALTERATIONS, 


Source: Department Labor. For distribution nonfarm population permit-issuing places, geographic region, State, and 
metropolitan-nonmetropolitan location, see BLS Building-Permit Activity table (in Construction, Department Labor, 
Bureau Labor Statistics, Washington, November-December 1954, pp. 7-12). Reprints are available upon request. Includes new nonhouse- 
keeping residential building, not shown separately. Housekeeping only. Change less than 0.5 percent. 


United States total 
a 1, 398.9 1, 320.6 1, 348.7 12, 620.4 +2 
920.6 905.0 878.7 282.7 
14.2 13.0 2.0 145.1 
470.1 408.0 230.3 +12 
336.9 295.2 340.1 3,020.8 +15 
158.0 139.9 140.5 126.0 120.3 265.4 
91.8 75.9 67.0 65.5 692.2 
Metropolitan area total 
(18) 
n 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table 13.--Building Permit Activity: Valuation, Class Construction, Region, and Metropolitan 


1954 Percent 


Oct. 


VALUATION (in millions dollars) 


United States total 


NEW NONRESIDENTIAL BUILDING........ 485.7 +12 

ADDITIONS, ALTERATIONS, AND REPAIRS. 158.0 

NEW NONRESIDENTIAL BUILDING........ 3,191.9 

ALL BUILDING 

NEW DWELLING 

NEW NONRESIDENTIAL BUILDING........ 


ADDITIONS, ALTERATIONS, AND REPAIRS. 


Source: Department Labor. See table 12, footnote for reference population permit-issuing places. Includes 
new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. Housekeeping only. Change less than 0.5 percent. 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table 14.--Building Permit Activity: Valuation, Class Construction, Type Building, and Location Metropolitan Areas 


Class construction 1954 
Sept. 
VALUATION (in millions dollars) Oct. 
United States total 

NEW RESIDENTIAL BUILDING 

Stores and other mercantile bldgs. 73.8 +14 
All other nonresidential buildings ...... 13.3 15. +20 

Metropolitan area total 

New dwelling 751.4 700. 820. 750.0 752.2 714.6 813.6 
Privately 743.1 786.9 734.2 738.4 724.6 712.6 676.7 
17.4 15.4 16.9 15.6 14.9 14.4 152.3 
and 7.4 5.2 5.4 5.4 61.2 +39 
family.... 38.6 33.7 42.1 40.5 29.2 32.4 395.7 +11 
Publicly owned 8.4 8.2 33.4 15.8 13.8 11.1 1.9 136.9 
Nonhousekeeping buildings 7.6 5.8 12.1 4.5 4.9 68. 
Commercial buildings 118.0 95.7 96.9 160. 111.9 105.2 109. 037. 
Amusement buildings 7.6 6.1 8.3 4.7 6.7 6.7 62.7 
Commercial garages 6.2 2.5 5.6 2.6 5.9 6.7 45.7 +14 
Gasoline and service 6.8 6.1 6.7 8.1 6.4 6.6 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. 73.0 54.1 56. 58.5 60.9 54.2 +23 
Community 126.6 104.5 131.8 105.7 109.0 153.9 
Educational buildings...... 79.6 61.6 72.4 77.4 82.9 61.9 710.5 -10 
Institutional buildings 26. 16. 47.8 9.9 22.5 14.7 16.3 216.5 
Religious 20. 26.5 25.3 25.0 26.4 21.9 30.8 226.9 +41 
Garages, private residential 12.5 13.6 14.0 14.0 14.5 14.9 13.6 115.8 
15.9 6.1 14.5 8.8 40.9 17.4 16.5 163.8 
Public utilities 14.9 11.6 19.4 9.6 13.4 12.4 17.8 131.2 +44 
All other nonresidential 13.6 10.3 9.9 14.8 13.9 14.1 133.3 
ADDITIONS, ALTER., 107.6 121.8 110.1 110.1 96.2 93.5 990.5 


See footnotes end table. 


Cor 
Con 
Gar: 
Indu 
Pub 
Pub 
ADD 
Sour 
perc 
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Table 14.--Building Permit Activity: Valuation, Class Construction, Type Building, and Location Metropolitan Areas 
Continued 


Class construction 1954 Percent 


change, 
VALUATION (in millions dollars) Oct. 


Total central cities metropolitan areas 


445.8 391.0 523.8 471.5 435.4 


283.8 


223.6 201.8 255.4 223.5 215.0 2,080.3 


218.6 198.8 221.3 211.9 201.7 2,047.9 
171.5 180.4 165.9 167.1 165.0 
and 4-family 3.4 1.9 1.9 2.4 4.1! 25.8 
Nonhousekeeping buildings 5.0 2.2 32.4 
NEW NONRESIDENTIAL 158.3 129.5 193.3 182.0 185.3 173.0 1,599.5 
Commercial building 57.3 62.1 64.0 581.9 
Amusement buildings 3.6 1.5 4.3 2.8 3.6 34.8 
Commercial garages 5.4 4.3 4.3 35.6 
Gasoline and service 3.0 2.9 3.3 4.1 28.5 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. 27.9 25.5 34.1 
Community buildings 62.8 43.8 90.1 49.3 62.4 63.5 606. 
Educational 35.8 22.2 38.2 30.6 30.9 29.1 328.2 
Institutional buildings 16.1 38.6 18.8 14.1 155.6 
Religious buildings 10.9 13.4 13.3 13.0 12.7 20.4 122.3 
Garages, private residential 4.5 4.7 4.7 4.9 4.8 41.1 
Industrial buildings 16.4 14.9 19.2 12.8 20.9 
Public buildings 2.6 4.0 4.8 82.0 
Public utilities buildings 4.8 13.2 5.9 4.1 9.6 60. 
All other nonresidential buildings 7.4 127 3.9 5.6 6.9 
ADDITIONS, ALTER., 63.9 59.6 75.1 66.0 57.7 


ALL BUILDING 


NEW RESIDENTIAL BUILDING 
New dwelling 


5-ormore family .... 
Nonhousekeeping 


NEW NONRESIDENTIAL 
Commercial 
Amusement buildings 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service 
Stores and other mercantile 
Community 
Educational 
Institutional buildings 
Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial 
Public utilities 
All other buildings ...:.. 


ADDITIONS, ALTER., REPAIRS 


Source: Department Labor. See table 12, footnote for reference population permit-issuing places. Change less than 0.5 
percent. 


t. : 
NEW RESIDENTIAL BUILDING .............. -6 
+37 
+22 
+64 
+19 
+12 
+20 
+14 
+8 +46 
+15 
+25 +101 
+82 
+72 
+18 
+41 -41 
+20 +88 
-10 
(2) 
PEKCENT METROPOLITAN AREA TOTAL CENTRAL CITIES 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Chart 


Building Permit Activity 
Millions Dollars 


REGIONAL TRENDS 
NORTH CENTRAL 


Millions Dollars 
CLASS BUILDING 
ALL BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 


NEW RESIDENTIAL 


NEW BUILDING 


ADDITIONS, ALTERATIONS, AND REPAIRS 


1954 1954 
CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


Table 15.--Building Permit Activity: Number New Dwelling Units, Public-Private Ownership, Type Structure, 
and Location Metropolitan Areas 


Ownership and 
type structure First mos. 


NUMBER NEW DWELLING UNITS only) Oct. 
United States total 


ALL NEW DWELLING UNITS .... 
Privately owned 
and 4-family 
5-or-more famil 
Publicly 


ALL NEW DWELLING UNITS 
Privately 
and 
5-or-more family 


Publicly 


& 


ALL NEW DWELLING UNITS .... 

Privately owne 
1-family........ 
and 
family 


Publicly 


42,090 
14, 584 


RO 


ALL NEW UNITS 
Privately 


and 
5-or-more family 
Publicly 


Department Labor. 


600 
500 
1500 
400 SOUTH 
NORTHEAST 
| C 
200 
| 
100 
ee ] I 
108, 121 98, 059 99, 845 94, 086 
99, 081 96, 218 98, 170 95, 871 93, 877 892, 582 
88, 221 81, 547 93, 043 88, 279 86, 670 84, 239 784, 205 
106 003 885 841 675 463 209 16, 319 -86 
Metropolitan area total 
79, 484 71, 879 82, 743 77, 524 76,017 74, 193 711, 637 
69, 635 63, 241 72, 744 67, 087 68, 833 67, 843 65, 674 613, 685 
1,277 914 035 1,025 269 11, 339 
5,949 459 644 312 5,077 63, 274 
1,005 996 840 622 1,315 207 15, 516 
Total central cities metropolitan areas 
24, 446 22, 119 25, 261 22, 936 23, 287 22, 278 222, 495 
18, 396 16, 683 19, 082 17, 340 17, 619 18, 525 16, 935 163, 340 
379 1,214 486 446 1,192 230 12, 379 
589 343 345 390 464 603 631 686 
PERCENT METROPOLITAN AREA TOTAL CENTRAL CITIES 
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Table Permit Activity: Valuation, State? 


(Millions dollars) 


Percent 


State 


233.5 256.5 231.1 231.7 220.1 2,128.1 


25.0 36.0 27.4 31.5 29.9 28.2 
District Columbia...... 3.9 9.6 2.9 5.3 
44.9 54.8 58.6 57.1 49.9 58.1 60.7 
19.0 49.6 19.5 21.1 22.4 18.8 
34.6 28.7 41.7 34.4 37.1 38.1 
42.4 39.3 35.0 38.5 36.0 38.6 


106.2 100.7 106.8 93.4 86.7 100.5 
36.3 32.9 29.3 33.3 40.4 32.2 34.5 
4.1 4.9 6.3 4.1 6.7 5.8 4.8 
31.4 42.1 26.6 24.9 22.6 
6.6 9.3 6.3 7.0 7.9 7.4 
5.2 9.9 13.3 4.1 5.8 4.0 9.1 
67.4 62.7 65.7 62.0 59.7 50.7 61.2 
6.8 4.9 7.0 5.8 5.8 
2.8 2.7 3.6 3.8 3.6 3.9 
13.8 11.9 18.3 11.7 6.0 13.9 
83.3 70.7 79.6 70.9 67.8 2.7 63.8 
South Carolina....... 6.1 5.6 6.4 6.3) 55.9 
3.7 3.0 2.9 6.3 2.8 2.8 27.9 
14.5 $2.1 21.9 16.7 20.5 182.2 
39.8 29.1 34.5 32.6 40.1 54.2 
31.8 37.0 33.5 31.9 27.6 39.3 306.9 
43.6 40.0 51.0 40.1 44.5 348.5 


Source: Department Labor. table 12, footnote for reference population permit-issuing places. 


| 
Ss U 
Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Sept. 
Oct. 
| 
| 
nt 
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Table 17.--Building Permit Activity: Number New Dwelling Units, State 


District Columbia 
Florida 
Georgia 


Maryland 


New Hampshire 


New York 


Vermont 
Virginia 


West Virginia .... 
Wisconsin 


Source: Department Labor. 


percent. 


100, 187 


147 
1,144 
442 
18, 227 
1,451 


1,514 
334 
158 

3,646 

1,625 


159 

841 
1,112 


111 
351 


862 
873 
325 
1,578 
211 


516 
313 
234 
332 
602 


9,034 
964 
150 

339 
929 


851 
301 
298 
383 
264 


388 
896 
541 


92, 263 


1,171 
911 
330 

15,952 

1,519 


108, 121 


1,127 
861 
422 

19, 469 

706 


635 

4,022 

738 


189 
037 


1,510 
1,215 

249 
778 
139 


337 
1,894 
475 
252 
201 


554 
840 
204 
626 
682 


134 


213 
667 


884 
4,610 
312 
436 
267 


503 
5,712 
737 


866 
315 
186 
179 


98, 059 


106 


1,118 


367 


17, 009 
636 


3, 892 


800 
007 


1,541 

131 
2,364 


151 
663 


104 


509 


7,962 
954 


648 
294 
368 
215 


768 
721 

203 


1,984 

305 
289 
104 


344 


256 
150 
476 


227 
486 
854 


(Housekeeping units only) 


Percent 
1954 change, 


State 


| 
| 
| 
| 


580 
470 


600 
122 


99, 845 


065 
246 

16, 821 
1,853 


2,031 
376 
155 

473 

1,916 


171 
039 

728 

897 


837 
1,117 
101 
201 


760 
1,965 
469 
1,551 
199 


461 
329 
159 


585 


398 
1,121 

190 
283 
278 


620 
260 
339 
469 
199 


605 
674 

884 


831 

245 
1,819 
166 


252 
927 
368 

16, 226 

783 


1,391 
475 
135 

i, 693 


171 
5,072 

725 


910 


1,002 
1,351 

121 
325 


608 
943 
393 
1,322 
159 


615 
344 
127 
987 
622 


205 
716 
866 


833 
856 
182 
476 
227 


1,520 
481 
554 

138 


1,905 

305 
1,851 
210 


Oct. 
94, 086 


305 
349 
16, 906 
093 


499 
433 
308 

4,942 


116 
4,712 

829 

956 


788 
256 


First mos. 


908, 901 


10,772 
628 
396 

163, 452 

15, 346 


14, 872 
570 


1,352 
46, 046 
18, 381 

731 

9,030 


539 
11, 653 
088 
26, 268 
18, 882 


52, 571 
14, 869 
543 
14, 363 
1,599 


516 
207 
598 


76, 725 
10, 369 
1,519 
46, 764 
767 


765 
900 
069 
835 


13, 634 
56, 739 
264 
25, 874 


17, 565 

545 
17, 205 


Sept. 
Oct. 


= 


+29 
| | 
156 
1,629 
790 
972 
182 145 
714 735 
3,627 3,355 -13 
260 237 
338 440 
245 202 
300 260 273 
119 141 189 -10 
See table 12, footnote for reference population permit-issuing places. Change less than 0.5 
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Table 18.--Building Permit Activity: Valuation, Selected Metropolitan Areas 


(Valuation, thousands dollars) 


Metropolitan area 


w 


Atlanta, 
Baltimore, 
Birmingham, 


Nore 


Pen 
ND 
OHO 


nsx 
€e 


Columbus, Ohio 

Detroit, Mich 

Indianapolis, Ind 

Los Angeles, Calif 

Memphis, Tenn 


ASO 


= 
mh 


BRUNO 


INS 
IA Pepunn 
by 


oon 


Sep 


Milwaukee, Wis 

New York-Northeastern New Jersey. 
Norfolk-Portsmouth, 

Phoenix, Ariz 

Salt Lake City, Utah 

San Diego, Calif 

San Francisco-Oakland, Calif 
Seattle, Wash 

Washington, 


Oren Dero nore 


Ow w 
ee 


AnNwuv 

men 
Aen 


an 


~ 
= 
~ 
~ 
Une 


. 


— 


CAD A RN WA DD 
= 


. 
~ 


Ce pny 
. 

wre w 
Nw 


. 


Source: Department Labor. 


Table 19.--Building Permit Activity: Number New Dwelling Units, Selected Metropolitan Areas 


(Housekeeping only) 


Atlanta, 904 
Birmingham, Ala 


+o ¢ 


Cleveland, Ohio 
Columbus, Ohio 
Denver, Colo 
Detroit, Mich 
Indianapolis, Ind 
Los Angeles, Calif 
Memphis, Tenn 


~ 
~— 


Milwaukee, Wis 

New York-Northeastern New Jersey.. 
Norfolk-Portsmouth, 

Phoenix, Ariz 

Salt Lake City, Utah 

San Diego, Calif 

San Francisco-Oakland, Calif 
Seattle, Wash 

Washington, 


Source: Department Labor. Change less than 0.5 percent. 


1954 Percent 
6 
9 z 
1954 Percent 
402 458 487 477 485| 4,076 
436 420 620 454 557 795 766 5,858 
923 604 584 881 753 682 7,128 
310 463 326. 434 3,311 
315 330 483 518 371 240 685 185 
875 827 722 653 784 8,301 
1,093 1,019 703 828 8,124 


Part IV--Contract Awards 


Table 20.--Contract Awards: Public Construction, Ownership and Type Construction 


Value (in millions dollars) Percent 

Ownership and change, 
type construction 1953 1954 First mos, 


Residential building (3) 14.9 3.9 
Nonresidential building 498. 816.2 
Educational (3) 13. 14.5 
Hospital and institutional 16. 26. 72.5 
Administrative, general 43. 
Other nonresidential building 692.0 
Airfield building 70. 80.0 
Industrial 365.3 
Troop housing 60. 65.3 
Warehouses 80.0 

All other 85. 101.4 
Airfields 101. 144.0 
Conservation and development 214.3 180. 
Highway 17.0 23.3 
Electric power utilities 136.6 51.0 
All other federally owned 71.9 53.7 


STATE AND LOCALLY OWNED 6,069.0 
Residential building 320.0 223.0 
Nonresidential building 2,437.0 
Educational 1,771.0 
Hospital and institutional 177.0 192.0 
Administrative, general 111.0 165.0 
Other nonresidential building 259.0 
Highway 2,410.0| 2,464.0 
Sewerage systems 404.0 433.0 
Water supply facilities 271.0 255.0 
Utilities 148.0 117.0 
Electric 69.0 52.0 
Other utilities 79.0 65.0 
All other State and locally owned.... 139.0 140.0 


~ OD 
nN 


oy 


w 

> 
NO & 


w 
Oh RKO 

N 


NN OW’ 


—N & 


Source: Departments Commerce and Includes Federal force-account work started, principally Federal conservation and de- 
velopment and State and Federal highway projects. Types not shown separately are included the appropriate category. Less 
than $50,000. Awards reported the Bureau Public Roads for federally owned highways (averaging about million month) are temporarily 
included with State and locally owned projects. 


Table 21.--Contract Awards: Highway Construction, Ownership, Source Funds, and Type Facility 


Percent 


change, 
First mos. lst. mos. 


and type facility 


ALL HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION 


Federally aided projects 


Independent State projects: 


396.0, 


Source: Departments Commerce and Labor. Includes force-account work started Federal and State projects. Awards reported 
the Bureau Public Roads for federally owned highways (averaging about million month) are temporarily included with State and locally 
owned projects. municipalities and counties. 


a 
| 
| 
(26) 
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Chort 6 


Contracts Awarded Public 


Construction 
Millions Dollars 


OWNERSHIP 


* 


Millions Dollars 
400 
SELECTED TYPES CONSTRUCTION 


HIGHWAY 


EDUCATIONAL 


SEWER WATER 


“Suet” 


aon 


pete, 


1953 1954 1955 


__ SOURCE DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE AND LASOR: CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0. 55-2-F 


Table 22.--Contracts Awarded Eastern States 


Value (in millions dollars) Percent 


December November 
Type construction 1954 1954 Year 1954 November December total, 
1954 1953 1953-54 


Building construction 
Residential 
Nonresidential 

Engineering 
Public works 
Utilities 


Source: Compiled Department Commerce from data reported Dodge Corporation. 


q 
4 
TOTAL 
100 
829 1,499 19, 770 +22 +41 +13 
463 200 15, 628 +22 +50 +16 
762 709 518 +76 +31 
701 491 7,110 +43 +30 
366 299 142 +22 +12 
273 205 3,095 +33 +20 +10 


Part V--Costs 


Table 23.--Construction Cost Indexes 


Percent 

change, 
December 
1953-54 


Indexes (1947-49 100) 
1954 1952 


Compiler and coverage 


1953 


American Appraisal 
Associated General Contractors 
Boeckh Associates (20 city average): 
Apartments, hotels, and office buildings 
Commercial and factory buildings 
Engineering News-Record (as Dec. 1): 
+4.8 
+4.9 


Source: Department Commerce. composite cost indexes representative the major types construction, weighted the current 
relative importance each type. 


Table 24.--Indexes Wholesale Prices Building Materials, Selected Classes 


Indexes (1947-49 100) Percent 

change, 

1954 1951 


LUMBER AND WOOD 


Douglas fir +13.2 
Southern pine 112.5 1.6 

130.2 

104.3 

110.3 5.8 

100. 

METAL PRODUCTS: 

Enameled iron fixtures 
Vitreous china fixtures 111.7 

Heating equipment 1.0 

NONMETALLIC MINERAL PRODUCTS: 

Concrete ingredients 122.1 

Structural clay products 135.4 

MISCELLANEOUS 


Source: Department Labor. Includes items not shown separately. 
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7 

Dec. 

Commodity 
See 
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Table 25.--Wholesale Prices Selected Building Materials 


Commodity Unit 
LUMBER 
Douglas fir: 
Dimension, mixed, No. green, S4S, R.L., bd. ft. 
Boards, No. green S4S, R.L., and shiplap, loose, mixed c/1 boards 
Southern pine: 
Dimension, No. and better, dry, S.L., bd. ft. 
Ponderosa pine boards, No. common, 1’’x8’’, R.L., 4S, 
Oak, red, flooring, plain, 25/32’’ thick, face, select, bd. ft. 
Poplar, plain, No. common, R.W., bd. ft. 
MILLWORK 
Door, Douglas fir, interior, plywood panels, Ea. 
Frame, door, Ponderosa pine, exterior, 1-5/16’’x2’’ casing, 
Window, Ponderosa pine, light, check rail, open, Ea. 
PLYWOOD 
Douglas fir, interior, A-D, sq. ft. 
Douglas fir, interior, C-D, sq. ft. 
BOARD 
Insulation, fiber, interior, plant, freight equalized sq. ft. 


PREPARED PAINT 


Emulsion, water-thinned, inside, delivered Gal. 


METAL PRODUCTS 
Structural shapes, standard, carbon steel, angles, 30’ long, 


depth, ASTM spec. base quantity, f.0 100 
Bars, reinforcing, carbon steel, round 30’ long with 10% shorts, 

Sheets, galvanized, carbon steel, gauge wide long, commercial 

coating, base chemistry, base packaging, base quantity, f.o.b. 100 
Pipe, standard, black, carbon steel, buttweld, threaded and coupled, 

nominal, random lengths, 228 Ibs., 100 ft. 
Pipe, standard, galvanized, carbon steel, buttweld, threaded and coupled, 

nominal, random lengths, weight 228 100 ft. 
Nails, wire, carbon steel, 8-penny, common, 100 keg 
Soil pipe, cast iron, foundry, index number (1947-49=100) Ton 
Aluminum sheets, 30,000 over, f.o.b. shipping point, 

freight allowed, index number (1947-49=100) Lb. 
Copper water tubing, 2,000 ft. more, f.o.b. mill, freight 
Wire, building, type lots over $500 list value, destination ft. 
Screening, insect, bronze wire, 18x14 mesh, wide, f.o.b. factory, 

PLUMBING EQUIPMENT 
Bath tub, enameled iron, 5’, recesses, f.o.b. factory, freight allowed Ea. 
Lavatory, enameled iron, f.o.b. Ea. 
Water closet, vitreous china, close coupled, reverse trap, f.o.b. plant, 

Sink, enameled steel, 32’’x21’’, flat rim, acid resisting, without 

drainboard, plant, freight Ea. 


See footnotes end table. 


$70. 380 


67. 102 
70. 723 


80. 333 
78.021 


179. 048 

47.000 

4.829 


9.214 


80. 807 
70. 660 


372 
682 


868 
342 


4.517 
7.220 
15. 000 
18. 605 
7.815 
(108. 
$0. 253 
12. 240 
24. 540 
12. 858 
21. 787 


16. 058 


1954 
October 


67. 102 
70. 568 


79. 476 


71.380 
174. 369 

55. 000 

829 


9.214 


80. 807 
70. 039 


53. 000 
2.372 
682 


868 


4.517 
5.050 
18. 605 
7.815 
(108. 
$0. 253 
11.794 
53. 841 
12. 858 


16. 058 


1953 


November 


$58. 767 


57.001 
60. 629 


78. 143 
76. 549 


70. 040 
168. 053 

59. 000 

55. 000 


321 


733 
62. 705 


2.372 
608 


868 
4.315 


4.775 
14. 454 
488 
(105. 
(132. 
(1) 
53. 841 
12. 858 


| | | 
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Table 25.--Wholesale Prices Selected Building Materials--Continued 


Commodity 


HEATING EQUIPMENT 
Boiler, heating, steel, oil fired, steam rating 400 sq. ft., less burner, with 
jacket and standard trim, f.o.b. factory, freight allowed 
Convector, nonferrous, free standing, average sq. ft. steam rating 
capacity, f.o.b. factory, freight allowed 432 
Furnace, warm air: 
Steel, oil fired, forced air, gun-type burner, average bonnet output 
90,000-115,000 b.t.u. per hour, f.o.b. factory, freight allowed 252.052 
Steel, gas fired, standard automatic controls, average input rating 
85,000-110,000 b.t.u. per hour, enclosing jacket, f.o.b. 
freight allowed 167. 080 
Furnace, floor, gas fired, floor grill, average input rating 
40,000-60,000 b.t.u. per hr, manual controls, factory 56. 967 
Oil burner, mechanical forced draft (gun-type), 2-1/2 gal. per hour, 
thermostat, limit and stack controls, f.o.b. factory 104. 245 
Water heater, gas, automatic, 30-gal. storage tank, galvanized steel, 
l-year guarantee, f.o.b. factory, freight allowed 39.079 


NONMETALLIC MINERAL PRODUCTS 
Gravel (for concrete), maximum, f.o.b. plant 
Crushed stone (for concrete), 1-1/2’’ maximum, f.o.b. plant 1.549 
Block, concrete, lightweight aggregate, plant 
Pipe, concrete, culvert, reinforced, diameter, ASTM spec. C76-41 

Brick, building, f.o.b. plant 28. 430 
Brick, face, red, select, first quality, textured, f.o.b. plant 36. 807 
Tile, clay, partition, scored, 4’’x12’’x12’’, 3-cell, f.o.b. plant 122. 219 
Sewer pipe, vitrified clay, 8’’ diameter, lengths, standard strength, f.o.b. plant 457 
Lath, gypsum, f.o.b. plant, freight equalized 24.010 
Wallboard, gypsum, varying lengths, f.o.b. plant, 

freight equalized 
Plaster, gypsum, base coat, f.o.b. plant, freight equalized 
Shingles, asphalt, strip, 210 f.o.b. factory, freight equalized 298 
Lime, hydrated, finishing, f.o.b. plant 17.914 
Siding shingles, asbestos cement, f.o.b. plant, freight equalized 9.697 


Source: Department Labor. Not available. 


432 


252.052 


168. 144 
56. 967 
104. 245 
39.079 


1.549 


467 


256. 742 


177. 933 
53. 581 
112. 495 
43. 260 


1.117 


685 
28. 147 
36. 263 

116. 864 
455 
24.010 


948 
337 


Unit 
November 
180 
28. 382 
36. 807 
457 
24.010 
31.850 
14. 948 
298 
17.914 
M 
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Table 26. --Union Wage Scales the Building Trades: Average Rate and Range Rates, Trade, and Average Rate City 


(As January 1955) 


ALL PLACES: 

Estimated average rate $2.94 $3.13 $2.81 $3.30 $3.15 $1.97 

Baltimore, 200 2.750 2.975 350 3.000 *3.000 
Birmingham, Ala, 250 500 3.000 475 2.720 2.950 


Cleveland, Ohio 300 325 950 325 *3. 575 
Columbus, 400 2.775 130 600 2.975 000 1.950 
Grand Rapids, 2.675 3.000 400 3.125 1.925 


Knoxville, 3.075 2.500 820 300 875 900 450 


Madison, 3.120 600 930 *2. 470 900 
Manchester, 3.125 500 500 2.075 3.125 650 830 


Milwaukee, Wis. 200 2.940 550 000 


New Orleans, La. 100 *2.520 2.925 *2.725 
500 550 


See footnotes end table. 
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Table 26.--Union Wage Scales the Building Trades: Average Rate and Range Rates, Trade, and Average Rate City-- 
Continued 


(As January 1955) 


Oakland, Calif. ....... 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Peoria, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 

Phoenix, Ariz. 

Portland, Maine 

Portland, Oreg. 


Providence, 

Rock Island District 


St. Paul, Minn. 

Salt Lake City, Utah 

San Antonio, Tex. 
San Diego, 


San Francisco, Calif. 
Schenectady, 
Scranton, Pa. 


South Bend, Ind. 

Spokane, 
Springfield, Mass. 


Tampa, 
Toledo, Ohio 


Washington, 


Worcester. 
Youngstown, Ohio 


Source: Department Labor. Represents increase rates between October 1954 and January 1955. Includes Rock Island 
and Moline, and Davenport, Iowa. For small jobs (up 360 man-hours), rate $2.750. 


City 
$2. 800 $2. 200 $2. 750 $1. 250 
350 960 100 625 245 100 275 
200 750 000 375 3.075 970 800 
250 500 875 375 *2. 900 300 
350 750 100 700 250 250 2.075 


Part 


chort 7 


Index Materials Production 
(Composite Selected Construction Materials) 


Index (1939 Monthly Average 


UNADJUSTED 


ADJUSTED FOR 
SEASONAL VARIATION 


1950 


fable 27.--Construction Materials: Indexes Production 


(1939 monthly average 100) 


Percent change 
Material 


Composite: 
Adjusted for seasonal variation..... 178.5 
Rigid steel conduit and 297.1 308.8 +109 


Source: Table compiled the Department Commerce from data reported various Government agencies and private firms 


shown notes the tables following. Shipments. Change less than 0.5 percent. 


(33) 


November 1954 from- 


250 
200 
) 
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Lumber 
Production and Stocks 


Billions Board Feet 


PRODUCTION 
(MONTHLY AVERAGE) 


GROSS STOCKS. 


1916 1947 1951 1952 


SOURCE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE FROM DATA REPORTED 
——— BY NATIONAL LUMBER MANUFACTURING ASSOCIATION ———— 


1953 1954 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW CD 55-16-68 


Table 28.--Lumber and Wood Products: 


Production. Shinments. and Stocks 


Douglas fir 


Insulating 


Softwood lumber Hardwood plywood Hardboard 
boards 
Period (million bd. (thousand bd. (million (tons) 
sq. ft.) 
Production Shipments Production 


30, 383 5,081 320 994, 420 89, 662 875 925, 744 343, 552 
30, 477 30, 578 4,980 1,004,117 3,051 879, 655 396, 219 
31,072 30, 318 756 1,004, 558 


1,010,972 449 704 952, 562 423, 428 


months ending: 


August 29, 141 29, 449 093 1,062, 653 533 952, 189 448, 558 
September 1954 29, 102 29, 508 859 083, 794 3,565 963, 051 462, 929 
October 1954 29, 102 29, 636 106, 684 100, 413 640 982, 462 469, 556 
November 29, 336 29,914 128, 352 996, 631 480, 800 


1953: November 360 2,251 80,478 306 74, 995 


December 237 156 756 85,518 297 67, 130 26, 404 
February 2,221 196 842 79, 418 79, 387 77,920 319 68, 417 37, 420 

668 757 94,059 93,753 76,673 377 82, 219 43, 599 

257 5,214 340 62, 583 142 40, 890 

September 662 104,572 56,859 332 88, 860 42, 409 


2.591 2.523 5.175 102. 146 98.488 59.874 395 164 
Percent change 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the National Lumber Manufacturers Association, 
the Douglas Fir Plywood Association, and the Bureau the Census. less than 0.5 percent. 


- 
rom, 4 
| ——-— - —+— 
| 
| | 
| 
PRODUCTION 
YY "aT MILL AND CONCENTRATION YARDS 
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Asphalt Roofing Materials 


Shipments 


Millions Squares 


SHIPMENTS 
(MONTHLY AVERAGE) 


10 


Wy 


SQ 


SS 


1954 


1947 1953 1952 1953 


49 (RECORD YR.) 
SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D 55-!6-H 


Table 29.--Millwork Products, and Paint, Varnish, and Lacquer: Production 


Production Production for trade sales 
(Thousands units) (Thousands gallons) 


Douglas fir 


Ponderosa Hardwood Exterior 


doors Open sash Paint, varnish, lacquer 
5,119 270, 722 
274, 992 


276, 326 


months ending: 


3,199 273, 447 
September 1954 272, 603 
October 1954 270, 657 


November 1954 271, 239 


December .... 281 16, 959 

1954: 294 20, 961 
February... 333 19, 454 
385 22, 988 

25, 183 

27, 462 

24,777 

342 23, 309 
October 346 20, 752 

19, 320 


Percent change 


First months, 1953 -17 (1) +25 +11 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Fir Door Institute, the National Wood Work 
Manufacturers Association, and the Bureau the Change less than 0.5 percent. 


Yy YH Yy ff MY) YW, 
YY YY YY fl, }:( I } yyy p Wy fff 
YY rrp) YgYy yyw; YH 
YYy Yy YY yom] MW) UY ff 
10 
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Portland Cement 


Production and Stocks 
Millions of Barrels 


PRODUCTION 
(MONTHLY 


AVERAGE) 
PRODUCTION 


| 
| 


| 


1947 1951 


@ECORD YR) 
source: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE FROM DATA REPORTED 
BY DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR. 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 55-16-E 


Shipments 
(MM sq. ft.) 


Period 
Asphalt insulated and tar 
Portland cement prepared brick 
roofing 


Shipments 
(M of squares) 


siding 


Year: 


months ending: 
August 1954 
September 1954 
October 1954 
November 1954 


November 


January 
February .... 


August 
September 
October 
November 


November, 1953-54 
First months, 1953-54 


246, 065 
249,091 
264, 022 


265, 025 
266, 779 
267, 928 
269, 240 


22, 529 
20, 243 
17, 769 
16, 895 
20, 142 
21, 709 
23, 255 
22, 802 
25, 467 
25, 681 
25, 549 
25, 887 


241, 184 
251, 137 
260, 889 


267, 272 
268, 897 
268, 474 
271, 760 


19, 495 
14, 130 
11, 143 
15, 202 
18, 797 
23, 566 
24, 888 
28, 632 
27, 628 
28, 802 
29, 058 
27, 133 
22, 781 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Department Interior (Bureau Mines), and 


the Bureau Census. 


Quarterly data. 


30 
\ 
Ma 
Table 30.--Portland Cement, and Asphalt and Gypsum Products: Production, Shipments, and Stocks 
Mis 
Nel 
Gypsum 
board lath 
en. 
13, 083 126 138 187 008 
27, 562 846 127 3,114 
27,044 4,923 113 217 962 Tex: 
25, 412 374 114 219 537 Utah 
19, 609 484 151 231 2,985| Vern 
10, 890 7,062 153 256 
9,655 088 144 221 436 
10, 727 108 125 159 360 Visc 
Percent change 
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Table 31.--Portland Cement: Destination State 


(Thousands of barrels) 


1954 months 
Arkansas 


1,658 
California 


27, 885 28, 016 


Connecticut 


District Columbia 307 304 


1,198 

14, 686 14, 596 
694 656 
680 
310 


Louisiana 6,072 038 

839 824 
Massachusetts 088 


12, 800 


Minnesota ...... 334 363 


482 
819 832 
New Hampshire 697 761 
1,938 

15,819 15, 945 
100 
14, 967 14, 859 
Tennessee 684 656 
17,919 
1,417 
535 Vermont 248 246 
Virginia 4,551 4,501 
5,771 

Source: Table compiled Department Commerce from data reported Department Interior (Bureau Mines). 


144 190 117 1,116 986 
1,676 835 1,517 12, 286 13, 327 13, 439 14, 354 
702 761 692 354 207 568 704 
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Fabricated Structural Steel 
Shipments 
Thousands Tons 


SHIPMENTS 
(MONTHLY AVERAGE) 


1929 1947 1953 


d 
RCE FROM DATA REPORT 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERC! DATA ED 
|__SOURCE: Sy ‘AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF STEEL CONSTRUCTION 


and Products: Shipments, Bookings, and Backlog 


(Thousands tons) 


Book- Back- 
ings log 


Fabricated 
structural steel 


Period Concrete 
reinforc- 


ing bars 


vanized 
sheets 


Year: 1951 
1952 


months ending: 
August 1954 
September 
October 
November 


1953: 


August 


October 


Percent change 


Source: Table compiled the Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the American Iron and Steel Institute, the 
National Electric Manufacturers Association, the American Institute Steel Construction, and the Bureau the Census. Change 


less than percent. 


300 
1951 1952 1953 1954 
Rigid 
Gal- gl 
con- 
262 140 177 182 102 258 154 1,028 
Decembet 232 125 175 185 267 204 1,010 
203 150 209 130 258 212| 763 
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Table Construction Products: Production and Shipments 


Brick, common Structural Vitrified clay 
and face clay tile sewer pipe facing tile floor &wall tile 
(MM brick) tons) tons) (MM Brick equiv) (MM sq. ft.) 


Pro- Ship- Pro- Ship- Pro- Pro- Pro- 
duction| ments ments duction duction 


unglazed 


Period 


132,085 123, 267 
months ending: 
August 1954......... 139,061 136,048 
September 1954...... 137, 263 
October 1954........ 139, 207 137,336 
November 1954....... 139,902 138, 160 
1953: November............ 11,782 11, 398 
10,616 9,877 
12,013 11,831 
11,610 12, 368 
November, 1953-54......... 


First months, 1953-54.. 
Source: Table compiled the Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the the Census. 


Table Construction Products: Production and Shipments, Census Region 


Production Shipments 


November 1954 First months 1954 November 1954 months 1954 


Census region Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Quantity |change from| Quantity from| Quantity change, 
Nov. 1953 1953-54 Nov. 1953 1953-54 


Brick, common and face (thousands) 


East North Central 129,910 360, 672 
East South Central 49, 330 516, 446 
tile (tons) 

Middle (*) 76,514 
East North Central 117, 680 
West North Central 147, 168 
East South Central 77, 515 

West South Central 229, 447 

sewer pipe (tons) 

Middle Atlantic......... 154, 882 
East North Central 611, 132 

West North Central 176,985 
South Atlantic.......... 110, 152 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Bureau the Census. 
less than 0.5 percent. 


Ship- 
ments 
| 
| 
| 
163 
— 
— | 
| 
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Table and Plumbing Equipment: Shipments and Stocks 


Gas radiators Warm air Floor and Oil 
water heaters and convectors furnaces wall furnaces burners 
units) sq. ft.) units) units) (Units) 


Stocks Stocks Shipments 


Period 


Year: 1951 2,074 42,512 466 
996 36, 898 505 
274 31, 667 541 


months ending: 


September 196 29, 170 490 
November 1954 2,215 28, 544 492 


December 143 2,114 
285 
745 
208 
937 
315 
354 
700 


Percent change 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Bureau the Census. 


Table and Exports Selected Construction Materials 
IMPORTS EXPORTS 
Item Year months Year Year First months 
LUMBER, MILLWORK, WOOD PRODUCTS: 
Insulating wallboard 4,031 343 11,925 13,735 
Insulation, flexible, wood and 
Softwood plywood, interior 4,251 661 
Softwood plywood, 3,618 503 
CEMENT, GYPSUM, ASBESTOS: 
Asbestos construction materials 11, 439 11,299 
Gypsum board and lath 36,696 17,537 
IRON AND STEEL PRODUCTS: 
Fabricated structural steel 48,782 33,820 
CLAY PRODUCTS: 
Clay building and paving bricks 29,426 32,051 
Clay floor and wall tiles 3,986 4,622 
Hollow building 12,576 16,927 
Clay sewer pipe and drain tile 742 864 


Source: Table compiled Department Commerce (BDSA) from data reported the Bureau the Census. Data for imports not 
available same detail for exports. 


Part 


Table Construction: Employment Type Contractor 


Building contractors Nonbuilding contractors 


Special trades contractors 


iod 

All con- All Plumbing Painting All non- Other non- 
tractors contractors|contractors| special and and ectrical Other building street 

trades heating decorating trades 

NUMBER EMPLOYEES (in thousands) 


Year: 138.2 164.5 
1,595.0 169. 217.4 
172.1 243.8 
183.0 
201.3 291.9 
305.0 
126.0 218.1 299.9 
1953: 239.0 235.3 314.5 
142.0 195.9 293.7 
1954: 934.0 122.6 149.9 
936.0 155.9 264.1 
1,972.0 137.8 173.3 269.7 
084.0 1,191.7 243.6 306.7 
147.0 228. 270.7 311.7 
196.0 1,251.9 281.4 317.5 
239.0 277.2 287.3 324.9 
219.0 273.8 281.9 316.5 
193.0 266. 273.1 310.6 
Percent change 
Oct.-Nov. 1954.. -0.8 -8.2 


Source: Department Labor. 


Table 38.--Contract Construction: Indexes Employment (Seasonally Adjusted), and Indexes Weekly Man-Hours 


(1947-49 100) 


Source: Department Labor. Indexes for months before October 1953 are based seasonally adjusted employment derived the 
Federal Reserve Board. 


(41) 


Annual 
Year Jan. Feb. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Dec. average 
INDEXES EMPLOYMENT (seasonally adjusted) 
INDEXES WEEKLY MAN-HOURS 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table 39. --Contract Construction: Employment Selected States 


Percent 
change, 


November 


Number employees (in thousands) 


State 


Alabama 
Arizona 
California ... 


Connecticut 38.0 37.9 40.7 
74.3 76.7 
Indiana 56.9 
lowa 29.8 33.6 
Kansas 38.0 40.2 
Massachusetts 64.1 68.0 69.7 
9.6 11.0 10.4 6.3 


New Hampshire 7.0 8.0 8.4 8.5 8.5 7.2 7.9 

New Jersey 97.6 99.9 98.9 100.1 100.5 99.6 99.7 1.4 

New Mexico 13.2 14.0 14.4 14.7 15.1 14.0 13.6 14.8 

North 45.6 46.1 47.2 48.0 47.0 46.4 61.3 49.0 5.7 

North Dakota 6.4 8.5 8.9 9.2 8.7 8.9 8.7 

20.5 22.2 23.0 24.6 25.0 25.7 23.0 

South 39.6 40.4 40.8 38.1 61.5 44.3 

South Dakota 8.4 10.5 10.9 10. 9.3 10.5 

Tennessee 56. 60.7 54.2 62.3 50.2 49.1 

9.4 11.4 12.2 13.2 13.6 12.6 13.4 11.6 

3.2 4.5 4.7 4.8 4.6 3.7 3.9 4.7 

Virginia 54.2 58.0 60.0 62.4 62.4 63.2 58.8 57.6 

51.5 52.1 51.9 49.3 49.2 45.5 46.7 

West Virginia 19.2 20.6 20.5 18.7 18.8 20.6 

44.1 52.4 56. 56.0 56.8 54.7 53.3 


Source: Department Labor. Includes small number employees mining. Revised series; not strictly comparable with previousiy 
published data. Not available. 


30.2 32.5 32.8 35.3 35.8 39.8 34.4 6.3 

17.9 17.6 15.1 15.8 17.8 15.9 15.8 15.9 13.3 16.8 

13.9 13.8 14.3 15.8 15.3 24.2 22.1 14.2 

23.8 25.0 27.1 20.0 26.8 25.9 30.6 29.3 25.9 

Bri 

Inc 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table 40.--Contract Construction: Employment Selected Areas 


November 


Nov. 1953-54 


Percent 
change, 


1954 


2 

~ 
Nod 
Pal 

= 

a 

° 

3 


Albany-Schenectady-Troy, Y... 


Albuquerque, 


Atlanta, Ga. 


= 


~ 


lo 


Birmingham, Ala. 
Boise, 


Boston, 


Bridgeport, 


Charleston, 
Charleston, 
Charlotte, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Casper, Wyo. 


Chicago, Ill. 


Denver, Colo. 
Des Moines, 


Duluth, 


Cc 
° 

- 
= 
= 
= 


Harrisburg, 
Indianapolis, Ind. .... 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

Kansas City, Mo. .... 
Knoxville, Tenn. ...... 


FO ASO 


Memphis, Tenn. 


Little Rock-N. Little Rock, Ark. 


Lewiston, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Nassau and Suffolk Counties, 


Minneapolis, 
Nashville, 


Miami, Fla. 
Mobile, Ala. 


New Britain, Conn. 
New Haven, 
New Orleans, La. 


New Bedford, Mass. 


New York City, 


Portland, Oreg. 


Oklahoma City, Okla 


Ow 


Providence, 
Richmond, Va. 


Paul, Minn. 


See footnotes end table. 


| 
| 
7.4 8.1 7.0 10.2] 10.0 9.4 8.2 7.9 8.4 11.9 
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Table Construction: Employment Selected Areas--Continued 


change, 


Salt Lake City, Utah 7.8 7.4 6.6 18.2 
San Diego, Calif. 11.3 12.6 12.7 
Savannah, Ga. 3.0 4.2 35.7 195 
3.6 3.9 3.8 3.9 4.3 11.6 
Tampa-St. Petersburg, Fla. 12.4 12.6 13.2 11.8 12.7 3.9 
Tucson, 2.8 3.0 2.8 3.8 26.3 
Tulsa, Okla. 7.4 7.4 7.4 7.6 7.4 2.7 
Waterbury, Conn. 2.0 2.0 2.1 2.0 5.0 
Wheeling-Steubenville, Va. 4.0 3.9 (2) 3.6 8.3 195 
3.5 3.6 3.6 3.9 3.8 5.3 
195¢ 
Source: Department Labor. Revised series; not strictly comparable with previously published data. Not available. Includes 
small number employees mining. 
Chart 
Hours and Earninas Workers 
Contract Construction 
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS (DOLLARS) 
F 
AVERAGE WEEKLY HOURS 
J 
N 


AVERAGE HOURLY EARNINGS (DOLLARS) 


1953 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


Area 
| 
li 
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Table Construction: Hours and Gross Earnings Construction Workers 


Building construction Nonbuilding construction 


All con- All Special trades contractors 


tractors 


tractors work trades building 


trades heating rating 
AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 


$111.61 $93.85 

November 114.17 94.18 

December 116.11 95.50 
1954: 

January 111.07 91.02 


37.7 37.0 37.5 39.6 
37.2 36.7 36.7 38.6 
36.8 36.3 36.3 39.3 

1954: 

33.9 33.8 31.8 37.0 
36.0 36.3 40.0 
36.4 36.9 34.2 39.8 
36.5 36.7 34.6 39.3 
36.7 36.6 34.8 40.3 
37.1 36.9 35.4 41.1 
36.9 36.7 35.4 40.9 
37.0 36.9 35.1 
36.0 35.6 39.0 
36.6 36.5 40.7 
36.1 35.8 40.5 


$2. 


Avg. earnings 
Avg. wkly. hours 
Avg. earnings 


Source: Department Labor. 


ber 
AVERAGE WEEKLY HOURS 
AVERAGE HOURLY EARNINGS 
2.51 
2.51 2.58 
Percent change, November 1953 1954 
+2.1 +1.6 +0.8 -0.8 +1.6 +4.5 +4.9 +4.9 
+2.4 +1.9 +1.9 +2.7 +1.9 +1.9 
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Table 42.--Labor Required for New Construction, Ownership and Type Construction 


Average number workers required per month 
(In thousands) 


1952 
quarter quarter quarter quarter quarter 


Percent change 


Fourth quarter 
1954 from-- 


Fourth Third 
quarter |quarter 


Type construction 


TOTAL NEW 


PRIVATE 
Educational, hospital 
Other nonresidential building 
Public utility 
Telephone and 
Other public utility 
All Other 


PUBLIC 
.... 
Industrial 
Educational 
Other nonresidential building 
Miscellaneous public-service enterprises .... 
Conservation and development 


Source: Department Labor. Estimated number full-time workers required put place the current volume construction. Change 
less than 0.5 percent. Estimates reported for highway work for periods after 1950 are not comparable with published data for previous 


Comparability will restored with the annual revisions for the new construction series whole, appear June. 


1954 
945 761 1,025 185 875 922 1,048 
132 133 125 119 124 152 140 125 
185 160 170 204 193 151 182 
288 226 276 308 281 264 281 273 
570 755 860 690 715 715 720 
132 132 147 153 148 122 125 145 
: 20 21 28 28 22 36 25 25 +10} -21 


> 


woo wo 


Construction Regulations 


TERMINAL DATE SET FOR DETERMINING KOREAN ENTITLEMENT LOAN-GUARANTY 
BENEFITS. Executive Order 10585, Federal Register, Vol. 20, No. Jan. 1955, 17; Proclama- 
tion 3080, Federal Register, Vol. 20, No. Jan. 1955, pp. 173-5. 


The designation midnight, January 31, 1955, the date for termination the Korean con- 
flict, effect set limit the number Korean veterans eligible for home-loan guaranty benefits. 
Under the Veterans Readjustment Assistance Act 1952, all persons active military naval ser- 
vice any time after June 27, 1950, and prior cut-off date determined either Con- 
gress the President, were made eligible for the various loan guaranty benefits the same basis 
World War veterans. That cut-off date has been determined Presidential proclamation Feb- 
ruary 1955, line with the termination the Korean War the preceding day. 


The Presidential proclamation applies not only title III the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act 
1944--the basic law under which loan programs for the purchase construction homes, farms, 
and business property, are administered--but also other legislation providing special housing privi- 
leges veterans. The latter concern advantages instances unusual hardship; eligibility for public 
housing; the purchase improvement farm real estate; and participation cooperative housing proj- 
ects (sec. 503 the Act October 14, 1940, amended; sec. (14) the United States Housing Act 
1937, amended; sec. 507 the Housing Act 1949, amended; sec. (b) (2) the Bankhead- 
Jones Farm Tenant Act, amended; and sec. 213 the National Housing Act, amended). 


There were estimated 3,424,000 veterans the Korean conflict December 31, 1954. 
These, together with the approximately 3,200,000 persons still active duty, and the yet undeter- 
mined number who entered the service during January 1955, are eligible for loan benefits. the end 
1954, slightly more than 112,000 had used their entitlement. Korean veterans who 
have not already used their entitlement have until February 1965, so, according the procla- 
mation. (Veterans with World War service have until July 25, 1957.) 


FHA-DEBENTURE YIELD INCREASED. Federal Register, Vol. 20, No.1, Jan. 1955, pp. 3-4. Fed- 
eral Housing Administration Press Release 55-4, January 19, 1955. 


The Federal Housing Administration announced January that the rate interest payable 
debentures issued that agency had been increased 1/8 percent. The new rate 2-5/8 
percent became effective all mortgages endorsed for insurance and after January 1955. 


FHA debentures are issued lending institutions payment for defaulted FHA-insured mort- 
gages. They are guaranteed the United States Government. 


The increase was made following provisions the Housing Act 1954 that the FHA Commis- 
sioner, with approval the Secretary the Treasury, shall reestablish the interest rate deben- 
tures from time time. However, the rate may not exceed the current yield comparable Government 


MAXIMUM TERM EXTENDED YEARS FOR CONVENTIONAL REAL ESTATE LOANS SAV- 
INGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATIONS. Federal Register, Vol 19, No. 247, Dec. 22, 1954, 8778. 


One the more important regulations introduced recent months was that issued late 
ber 1954 the Home Loan Bank Board permitting Federal Savings and Loan Associations make con- 
ventional real estate loans with maximum maturity years. The previous maximum term was 
years. 


Savings and loan associations are the principal users conventional loans, i.e., those which 
the risk borne the lender, contrasted FHA and loans, which the Government insures 
guarantees repayment part the loan. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES 


Construction Review brings together excluded. The estimates cover build- 


under one cover virtually all the Gov- ings; other structures such dams, lev- 
ernment's current statistics that pertain ees, and bridges; and nonstructural works 
construction. Published jointly the such airfields, highways, canals, and 
Department Commerce and the navigation channels. They include the 
Department Labor, this monthly installed value equipment generally 
report designed serve the wide va- considered integral part struc- 
riety groups and individuals among ture and commonly included the con- 
businessmen, government officials, leg- tract price, such plumbing, heating, 
islators, labor unions, research work- and air conditioning equipment and eleva- 
ers, and the general public who need tors. They exclude separable equipment, 
convenient reference the many facets such production machinery, power- 
which current trends construction generating equipment, and furnishings. 
may gaged. Clearing and development land 
The various measures construction included. If, however, existing struc- 
are shown detail wherever possible, ture demolished the process, the 
type construction, trade, mate- demolition itself excluded. Excluded 
rial, and addition, location. The also are oil, gas, and water well drill- 
Index statistical tables guide ing; the digging and shoring mines; and 
the detail provided each tabulation. work which integral part farming 


operations such plowing, terracing, 
and the digging drainage ditches. 


Most the statistical series shown 
are prepared separately jointly the 


two agencies responsible for this publi- Value construction 
cation. The remainder, specifically ac- cost architectural and engineering 
credited, originate other governmental fees, land development costs, material 
agencies are contributed private and equipment installed, labor, overhead, 
and profit construction operations, but 


not speculative profits. Also included 
are the value work (con- 
struction done, not through contractor, 
but directly business government 
agency using separate work force 
perform nonmaintenance construction 
DEFINITION THE SERIES the agency's own properties), well 
the value work done owners their 
families their own homes, farm build- 
ings, and the like. 


Almost all the statistics are present- 
monthly basis; the rest, quar- 
Except where noted, all data re- 
late the continental United States. 


Part Put Place. Con- 
struction, for the purpose this series, 
defined include the engineering, de- 


sign, and production all fixed works Estimates the value construction 
and structures. Only new construction, measure the value put place 
including major additions and alterations, all structures and facilities under con- 


covered; maintenance and repair work struction during given period regardless 


private contributors are follows: Appraisal (525 Michigan St., Milwaukee 
and Associates (1406 St., We, Washington Ce), and the Engineering (330 
42nd New York 36, which provide this bulletin with construction cost the 
Dodge Corporation (119 40th which provides contract award values for the eastern 
and the following private associations whose materials production, shipments, and other 
tics materials are published here: American Institute Steel Construction (101 Park New York 
American Iron and Steel Institute (350 New York Y.), Douglas Fir Plywood 
Association (Tacoma Bldg., Tacoma Wash.), National Electric Association (155 44th 
New York 17, Y.), National Lumber Manufacturers Association St., We, Washington 
and National Wood Work Manufacturers Association (332 Michigan Avenue, Chicago 
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when work each individual project 
was started. 


Federally owned construction covers 
all projects financed exclusively with 
Federal funds, whether the work done 
force-account private contrac- 
tors. State and locally owned construc- 
tion, which also covers both force-ac- 
count and private-contract work, includes 
projects financed entirely State and 
local governments, well projects 
financed part the Federal Govern- 
ment grants-in-aid programs. 
Thus, the value figures for State and 
locally owned construction 
funds obtained from all three levels 
government--Federal, State, and local. 
For the most part, the types projects 
involving both Federal and State local 
government monies are highways, air- 
fields, schools, hospitals, and sewage- 
disposal and water-supply facilities. 


Part Housing. The housing se- 
ries this report cover only permanent 
and housekeeping dwelling units, which 
are defined dwelling places containing 
permanent cooking facilities, the min- 
housekeeping. 


The series the number new per- 
manent nonfarm dwelling units started, 
widely known housing starts, includes 
prefabricated housing (if permanent), but 
excludes conversions (which are not 
dwelling units) and hotel, dormitory ac- 
commodations, and military barracks 
which are housekeeping dwell- 
ings). Excluded also are all temporary 
dwelling units, such trailers, sheds, 
and shacks, well all farm housing. 


The housing starts estimates are 
based local building permits issued 
(adjusted for canceled permits and for 
between permit issuance and start con- 
struction) and public contracts awarded, 
plus field count units started ina 
sample nonpermit-issuing places. 


Construction said have started 
when excavation work for the basement 
the foundation the structure has 
commenced. 

This 
with data for January 1954. 


series was revised beginning 
The new 


series presents statistics for the broad 
(Northeast, North Cen- 
tral, South, and West) and for the met- 
ropolitan, compared with the nonmet- 
ropolitan segment the country. Esti- 
mates metropolitan-nonmetropolitan 
location have been carried back ona 
monthly basis through January 1953, and 
annual basis through 1950. 


These geographic data replace the 
urban-rural classification used previ- 
ously. Also, rental-type units the new 
series are classified 2-4 family and 
5-or-more family structures, compared 
with the former classification 2-family 
and 3-or-more family structures. 


Construction cost data shown here 
represent the average builders' esti- 
mates the construction cost all new 
private l-family houses started nation- 
ally. The construction cost averages are 
affected variations size and de- 
sign the houses, the size and type 
projects started, and differences 
construction methods, well changes 
cost materials and labor. They 
not represent the construction cost 
typical house, and should not confused 
with selling price permit valuation. 


The cost data are based primarily 
builders' estimates construction cost 
shown the building permit, and 
reports construction cost individual 
construction contractors represent- 
ative group localities not issuing per- 
mits. Building-permit information ad- 
justed for the general understatement 
costs shown permit applications. 


The construction cost figures cover 
the cost labor, materials, and subcon- 
tracted work, and that part the build- 
ers' overhead and profit chargeable di- 
rectly the building the houses. In- 
cluded are the costs equipment which 
becomes integral part the structure 
and essential its general use. Ex- 
cluded are costs land, site im- 
provement, architectural and engineering 
fees, and sales profits. 


While the series total nonfarm 


dwelling units started, well the se- 
ries units started FHA and 
programs, cover new housing only, 
distinguished from converted existing 
housing, the statistics nonfarm mort- 
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gage recordings $20,000 less refer 
both new and existing structures. 
thermore, the latter series covers all 
types building construction, but resi- 
dential building accounts for the larger 
proportion these mortgage recordings. 


Part Permits. The statis- 


tics building construction authorized 
local building permits, beginning with 
data for January 1954, measure building 
activity all localities having building- 
permit systems--rural nonfarm well 
urban. Such localities (over 7,000) 
include about percent the total 
farm population the country, according 
the 1950 Census. 


The building-construction data cover 
federally well nonfederally owned 
projects. Figures the amount con- 
struction contracts awarded for Federal 
projects and for public housing (Federal, 
State, and local) permit-issuing places 
are added the valuation data (estimated 
cost entered builders building-per- 
mit applications) for privately owned 
projects; construction undertaken State 
and local governments reported 
local officials. 


adjustment has been made the 
building-permit data reflect the fact 
that permit valuations generally under- 
state the actual cost construction, nor 
for lapsed permits the lag between 
permit issuance contract-award dates 
and start construction. Therefore, 
they should not considered repre- 
senting the volume building construc- 
tion started. 


Statistics shown this report for the 
total metropolitan area the country 
the 168 Standard Metropolitan 
Areas used the 1950 Census. Data for 
individual metropolitan areas (which were 
selected from those for which building- 
coverage complete virtually 
complete) include estimate for non- 
places each area. 


Permit valuation figures not in- 
clude the costs (1) demolishing mov- 
ing buildings, (2) nonbuilding construction 
(e.g., streets and highways, pipelines, 
water and sewer systems, etc.), (3) 
land, land development, and architectural 
and engineering fees. 
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The builders' estimates cost re- 
ported the building permit, basically 
include the value labor and materials 
involved. However, because differ- 
ences requirements, administration, 
and enforcement among the many local 
permit systems covered this series, 
and variations how individuals report, 
precise information lacking regarding 
the extent which the cost service 
facilities essential the general use 
the building, builders' overhead and 
profit, are included. 


Dwelling units are defined the same 
for the building-permit series for the 
series presented Part (New Housing) 


this report. The nonhousekeeping res- 


idential building shown here com- 
prised such structures hotels, dor- 
mitories, tourist cabins, and clubs and 
association buildings with bedrooms. 


Part IV--Contract Awards. The value 
contracts awarded represents the amount 
the construction contracts let during 
given period time for new 
tion, including major additions and alter- 
ations. Maintenance and repair work 
not covered. the "construction put 
series, equipment which be- 
comes integral part structures and 
essential their general use in- 
cluded, well costs land develop- 
ment, materials, labor, and contractors' 
overhead and profit construction op- 
erations. Similarly, the value Federal 
force-account work also included, but 
the cost land and separable equipment 
are excluded. However, unlike the con- 
struction put place series, the 
tics contracts awarded exclude archi- 
tectural and engineering fees and non- 
Federal force-account work, but include 
amount demolition work when 
part the overall contract for new 
construction. 


Figures federally owned projects 
are compiled from notifications con- 
struction contracts awarded, obtained 
from other Federal agencies. Data 
non-Federal construction are obtained 
from records compiled the 
Dodge Corporation, for the States east 
the Rocky Mountains. For the remain- 
ing States, they are based reports 
from local officials, 
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mented reports construction con- 
tract awards which appear number 
construction trade periodicals. In- 
quiries about the Dodge contract-award 
series may addressed directly that 
company. 


Part V--Costs. The Department Com- 
merce composite construction cost index 
combination various cost indexes 
(prepared private organizations and 
other government agencies), weighted 
monthly the current relative impor- 
tance the major classes construc- 
tion shown the series construction 
put place. is, therefore, the equiv- 
alent variable weighted indicator, re- 
flecting monthly changes not only the 
component indexes, but also the rela- 
tive importance the major classes 
construction which are used weights. 


The individual private indexes report- 
monthly the American Appraisal 
Company, Associated General Contrac- 
tors, Boeckh and Associates, and 
the Engineering News-Record are com- 
puted from quotations for designated 
bill materials and specified amount 
labor. The indexes differ the 
amounts and kinds materials and labor 
measured, geographic coverage, and the 
extent which adjustments are made for 
variations labor efficiency, overhead 
and other factors affecting construction 
costs. 


Cost indexes applicable particular 
locations and special types construc- 
tion may obtained from most these 
compilers. 


All materials usually incorporated 
into buildings the general contractor, 
his subcontractors, are covered the 


index wholesale prices building ma- 


terials. Specifically excluded are con- 
sumer durable goods such 
ranges, refrigerators, and air-condition- 
ing equipment. Goods constant quality 
are priced from period period, that 
the index measures the effect only 
price, rather than quality change. 
refers sales large lots, 
primary market levels.. 

The 


series was revised, beginning 


with the January 1952 index, include 
the pricing additional materials, 


CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


different weighting pattern, and change 
the pricing period. The revised in- 
wholesale price index the Fed- 
eral Government for January 1952 and 
all subsequent months; the indexes pre- 
viously published the base 
are the official price indexes for Decem- 
ber 1951 and all earlier dates. The in- 
dex presented here for the year 1951 
series, calculated solely for 
analytical purposes, and does not super- 
sede the former index (1926=100) the 
official series for that year. 


Union wage scales are the minimum 


wage rates agreed upon through collective 
bargaining between employers and trade 
unions. Overtime beyond the negotiated 
maximum daily and weekly hours ex- 
cluded. addition, the scales not 
reflect either rates for apprentices 
premium rates paid for special qualifi- 
cations other reasons. 


Part VI--Materials, The current Build- 
ing Materials Index Production 
based monthly variations production 
shipments selected building ma- 
terials. computing the index 
monthly unit production shipments data 
are converted aggregate value mul- 
tiplying 1946 average wholesale 
The base period aggregate values (1939 
monthly average=100) were derived 
multiplying 1939 monthly average produc- 
tions shipments (from the 1939 Census 
Manufactures) the 1946 average 
wholesale price. the use varying 
physical quantities and constant price 
the composite index implicit phys- 
ical quantity index. Seasonal adjustment 
factors are derived from the seasonal 
variation the composite aggregates (or 
composite index). 

The revision the index, (which will 
appear early 1955 Construction 
view) will include the rebasing the in- 
dex 1947-49 base, well the 
addition more materials. The season 
ally adjusted composite the revised 
index will based seasonal variation 
the individual components the index. 


contract construction cover 
employees construction firms who 
worked during, received pay for, the 
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payroll period ending nearest the 15th 
the month, regardless the type 
work performed. Only firms engaged 
the construction business contract 
basis for others are included, but such 
firms pursue all kinds construction 
activities--new work, alterations, dem- 
olitions, repairs. Em- 
ployees operative builders (found 
chiefly the residential field) who build 
their own initiative, are excluded. 
However, workers contracting firms 
engaged operative builders are cover- 
ed. Excluded also self-employed 
construction workers, working proprie- 
tors, and force-account employees 
non-construction firms and public agen- 
cies engaged construction activities. 


The hours and earnings estimates re- 
late only nonsupervisory construction 


workers and working foremen. All such 
workers, regardless skill, are includ- 
edif they are engaged any way con- 
tract construction activities (on either 
privately publicly owned projects). 


The earnings statistics shown are 
gross earnings before deductions for old- 
age and unemployment insurance, with- 
tax, bonds, and union dues. 
Gross earnings include the workers' base 
pay, premium pay for overtime and for 
bonuses, and pay for sick leave, holi- 
days, and vacations taken, but such items 
employer contributions welfare 
funds, and insurance pension plans, 
are excluded. 


The indexes weekly man-hours 


contract construction are composite 
Measure the trends construction- 
worker employment and average weekly 
hurs. They provide more meaningful 
contract-construction activity 
than the employment average weekly 
series alone, since the volume 
work done dependent upon both the 
tumber workers employed and the 
length their workweek. 


The foregoing employment and earn- 
ings series are based upon reports from 
individual establishments; 
these reports not contain the detail 
separate employment ac- 
the kind construction work 
yield this information, the figures 
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the value new construction (see the 
tables new construction put place) 
are converted into estimated man-months 
work, using factor representing the 
value work put place per man-hour. 


The labor requirement figures de- 
rived this method are not employment 
figures the same sense those de- 
veloped from employment reports. They 
are, instead, approximate measure- 
ment, terms number full-time 
workers, the labor required put 
place the dollar volume new construc- 
tion reported for the specified period. 


Since the basic data (dollar volume) 
cover the entire value the work put 
place, all the labor charged the con- 
struction and salaried 
employees, addition the working pro- 
prietors, self-employed, and employees 
operative builders, who are excluded 
from employ- 
ment series. Furthermore, force-account 
work, which excluded from data em- 
ployment construction contractors, 
included the labor requirement series. 
Also, contractors' employees may work 
all kinds construction work--dem- 
olitions, repair and maintenance proj- 
ects, well new 
the figures labor requirements have 
been developed for new projects only. 


Information shown this report 
apprentices the building trades applies 
only registered apprentices. reg- 
ployee who, under expressed im- 
plied agreement for stipulated term, 
recéives instruction registered ap- 
prenticeship system, and concerning 
whom recognized apprenticeship agency 
has record all the information re- 
quires. 


The apprenticeship data are obtained 
from local apprenticeship committees, 
trade unions, employers' associations, 
and building trades councils, field 
representatives the Federal Govern- 
ment and cooperating State Apprenticeship 
Agencies. Occupational classifications 
are based descriptions the 


ary Occupational Titles (Washington, 


Employment Service, Ed., 
1949). the purposes the tabula- 
tion presented here, three classifica- 


*This factor relates different time periods and based diverse sources, according the type work. For 
types work, adjustment made for productivity. Therefore, although the series provides suitable general 
labor requirements, cannot used gage changes productivity. 
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tions--brick, stone, and tile workers; 
cement masons; 
been combined into one group, the trowel 
trades. 


SELECTED REFERENCES 


Descriptions the techniques com- 
piling most the series included, 
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and historical contained 
the following selected group Govern- 
ment publications. Starred (*) items may 
obtained from the Superintendent 
Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, C., the 
prices shown. The remainder listed be- 
low are available upon request the 
agency responsible for the publications, 
unless otherwise indicated. 


well related explanatory information 


*Business Statistics: Supplement the Survey Current Business. 1953 Biennial 
$1.00. 


Department Commerce, Office Business Economics. 


Construction and Building Materials, Statistical Supplement, Construction Volume and 
Costs, May 1954. Field Office the Department Commerce, Sales and Distri- 


bution Division, Office Publications Management, Department Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, cents. 


Construction Cost Indexes, BLS Report No. 73, November 1954. Department 
Labor, Bureau Labor Statistics, Washington 25, 

*Construction During Five Decades, Historical Statistics 15-52. BLS Bulletin 
No. 1146. Department Labor, Bureau Labor Statistics. cents. 


Department Labor, Bureau Labor 


Single copies vary price. 


*Employment and Earnings. Monthly. 


Statistics. Subscription price: $3.00. 


Employment and Earnings. Annual Supplement Issue. May 1954. Department 
Labor, Bureau Labor Statistics, Washington 25, 


*Sixth Annual Report-Housing and Home Finance Agency. Calender Year 1952. Hous- 


ing and Home Finance Agency. $1.00. 


Housing Statistics. Special Year-end Issue with Annual Statistics. January 
Housing and Home Finance Agency, Division Housing Research, Washington 25, D.C, 


New Construction Expenditures, 1915-51: Labor Requirements Depart- 


ment Labor, Bureau Labor Statistics, Division Construction Statistics, Wash- 
ington 25, 


*Techniques Preparing Major Statistical Series, BLS Bulletin 1168, 


Department Labor, Bureau Labor Statistics. cents. 


Chapter National Housing Volume 

Chapter Expenditures for New Construction 

Chapter IV--Labor Required for New Construction 

Chapter VI--Measurement Industrial Employment 

Chapter and Earnings Nonagricultural Industries 

Chapter X--Wholesale Price Indexes 

Chapter XII--Studies Occupational Wages and Supplementary Benefits 


*Union Wages and Hours: Building Trades, July 1,1953. BLS Bulletin 1152. 


Department Labor, Bureau Labor Statistics. cents. 


"Revised Wholesale Price Index Building Materials,'' March 1952, 
pp. 3-8. Department Labor, Bureau Labor Statistics. Division Con- 


struction Statistics, Washington 25, 
Description the Revised Wholesale Price Index.'' Serial No. 2067. Monthly 


Page 


Labor Review, Feb. 1952. Department Labor, Bureau Labor Statistics, 
Washington 25, 


*Wholesale Prices, 1951 and 1952. 
Bureau Labor Statistics. cents. 


BLS Bulletin 1143. Department Labor, 
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published the Bureau Foreign 
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Government Printing Office, 


Washington 25, foreign traders 
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